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TO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 
INEO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 0441 17 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SOPN.LE, US 

SUBJECT: REPORTED PRESS CONEERENCE BY THE SECRETARY 
REF: BEIRUT 921 (NOTAL) 

1. SECRETARY GAVE BACKGROUND BRIEEING FEBRUARY 17 EOR NINE 
ARAB JOURNALISTS (INCLUDING MARWAN HAMADE OF AN NAHR) WHO 
WERE IN U.S. ON CU/USIA-SPONSORED TOUR. SIX RESIDENT ARAB 
JOURNALISTS ALSO ATTENDED. ALL WERE CLEARLY INSTRUCTED 
THIS WAS BACKGROUND SESSION ATTRIBUTABLE TO A SENIOR 
AMERICAN OEFICIAL. PRESUME SIMAAN SIMAAN, WHO NORMALLY 
WRITES EOR AL MOSTAKBAL, WROTE EE REVEIL PIECE. 

2. TRANSCRIPT NOT MADE, WHICH IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH USUAL 
PRACTICE, BUT NOTES BY DEPARTMENT OFEICER SHOW THAT 
QUESTION BY SIMAAN WAS SIMILAR TO LE REVEIL QUOTE. RESPONSE 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 044117 

STATED THAT ARAB PEACEKEEPING FORCES ARE IN LEBANON AT THE 
AGREEMENT OE THE GOL TO MAINTAIN PEACE AND IT IS ASSUMED 
THEY WILL REMAIN AS LONG AS THERE IS AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
LEBANON AND ADE THAT THEY DO SO. ANSWER ALSO SAID THAT 
THIS IS NOT A U.S. AEEAIR AND WE HAVE NOT BEEN CONSULTED 
ON THE MATTER. REPLY CITED IN LE REVEIL ARTICLE IS THERE- 
EORE INACCURATE AND DISTORTED. 
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3. OTHER POINTS MADE ON LEBANON IN BACKGROUNDER INCLUDE: 

(A) U.S. HAS INDICATED FULL SUPPORT FOR GOL, WITH WHICH 
WE ARE WORKING CLOSELY. WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO. 

(B) WE ARE PROVIDING MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO HELP BUILD 
UP LEBANESE ARMY AS WELL AS ECONOMIC HELP. (C) WE HAVE 
BEEN WORKING POLITICALLY WITH LEBANESE LEADERSHIP TO TRY 
TO HELP TAMP DOWN THE FIGHTING. (D) WE HAVE BEEN COOPER- 
ATING WITH THE GOL AND A WIDE RANGE OF POLITICAL MATTERS. 
BACKGROUNDER PRESENTED NOTHING NEW, BUT MADE CLEAR THAT 
USG-GOL RELATIONSHIP IS CLOSE AND THAT WE VALUE THIS 
RELATIONSHIP. 

4. YOU CAN SAY TO SARKIS AND OTHER LEBANESE OFFICIALS AT 
YOUR DISCRETION THAT, IN WASHINGTON, WE HAVE NOT REPEAT 
NOT TRIED TO CONVEY ANY IMPRESSION WE WERE UNSATISFIED 
WITH WAY LEBANESE HAVE CONVEYED INFORMATION TO U.S. VANCE 
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NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 044117 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 /OllR 

YYPQQ 

DRAFTED BY:NEA/ARN:LEPOPE 
APPROVED BY:NEA/ARN:MDRAPER 

114235 220947Z/21 

R 2205 18Z FEB 78 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 0441 17 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 044117 SENT ACTION BEIRUT INFO DAMASCUS 
TEL AVIV FEB 20. 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 044117 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SOPN,LE, US 

SUBJECT: REPORTED PRESS CONFERENCE BY THE SECRETARY 
REF: BEIRUT 921 (NOTAL) 
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1. SECRETARY GAVE BACKGROUND BRIEEING FEBRUARY 17 EOR NINE 
ARAB JOURNALISTS (INCLUDING MARWAN HAMADE OF AN NAHR) WHO 
WERE IN U.S. ON CU/USIA-SPONSORED TOUR. SIX RESIDENT ARAB 
JOURNALISTS ALSO ATTENDED. ALL WERE CLEARLY INSTRUCTED 
THIS WAS BACKGROUND SESSION ATTRIBUTABLE TO A SENIOR 
AMERICAN OEFICIAL. PRESUME SIMAAN SIMAAN, WHO NORMALLY 
WRITES EOR AL MOSTAKBAL, WROTE LE REVEIL PIECE. 

2. TRANSCRIPT NOT MADE, WHICH IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH USUAL 
PRACTICE, BUT NOTES BY DEPARTMENT OFEICER SHOW THAT 
QUESTION BY SIMAAN WAS SIMILAR TO LE REVEIL QUOTE. RESPONSE 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 044117 

STATED THAT ARAB PEACEKEEPING FORCES ARE IN LEBANON AT THE 
AGREEMENT OE THE GOL TO MAINTAIN PEACE AND IT IS ASSUMED 
THEY WILL REMAIN AS LONG AS THERE IS AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
LEBANON AND ADF THAT THEY DO SO. ANSWER ALSO SAID THAT 
THIS IS NOT A U.S. AFEAIR AND WE HAVE NOT BEEN CONSULTED 
ON THE MATTER. REPLY CITED IN LE REVEIL ARTICLE IS THERE- 
EORE INACCURATE AND DISTORTED. 

3. OTHER POINTS MADE ON LEBANON IN BACKGROUNDER INCLUDE: 

(A) U.S. HAS INDICATED EULL SUPPORT EOR GOL, WITH WHICH 
WE ARE WORKING CLOSELY. WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO. 

(B) WE ARE PROVIDING MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO HELP BUILD 
UP LEBANESE ARMY AS WELL AS ECONOMIC HELP. (C) WE HAVE 
BEEN WORKING POLITICALLY WITH LEBANESE LEADERSHIP TO TRY 
TO HELP TAMP DOWN THE FIGHTING. (D) WE HAVE BEEN COOPER- 
ATING WITH THE GOL AND A WIDE RANGE OE POLITICAL MATTERS. 
BACKGROUNDER PRESENTED NOTHING NEW, BUT MADE CLEAR THAT 
USG-GOL RELATIONSHIP IS CLOSE AND THAT WE VALUE THIS 
RELATIONSHIP. 

4. YOU CAN SAY TO SARKIS AND OTHER LEBANESE OEEICIALS AT 
YOUR DISCRETION THAT, IN WASHINGTON, WE HAVE NOT REPEAT 
NOT TRIED TO CONVEY ANY IMPRESSION WE WERE UNSATISEIED 
WITH WAY LEBANESE HAVE CONVEYED INFORMATION TO U.S. ;-,:3 
7,17953 ;-,:3 
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